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well of their understandings, as to believe that they
intend only to amuse themselves, and perplex those whom
they profess to oppose* In one part of their scheme I
know not but they may have succeeded, but in the other
it is evident how generally they have failed. It must, at
least, sir, be observed of these great patrons of the people,
that if they expect to gain them by artifices like this, they
have no high opinion of their discernment, however they
may sometimes magnify it as the last appeal, and highest
tribunal.

With regard, sir, to the manner in which the embargo
was laid, and the expedients made use of to enforce the
observation of it, they were not the effects of a sudden
resolution, but of long' and deliberate reflection, assisted
by the counsels of the most experienced and judicious
persons of both nations; so that if any mistake was com-
mitted, it proceeded not from arrogance or carelessness, but
a compliance with reasons, that; if laid before the house,
would, whether just or not, be allowed to be specious.

But, sir, it has not appeared that any improper measures
have bean pursued, or that any iuconveniencics have arisen
from them which it was possible to have avoided by a
different conduct; for when any expedient fails of pro*
ducing the end for which it was proposed, or gives occa-
sion to inootiveuieucues which were neither expected nor
designed, it is not immediately to be condemned; for it
might fail from such obstacles as nothing could surmount,
and the mconvcniencies which are complained of might be
the consequences of other causes acting at the same time,
or cooperating, not by the ntiture of things, but by the
practices of those who prefer their own interest to that of
their country*

But though it is, in my opinion, easy to defend the con-
duct of the ministry, I am far from thinking this a proper
time to engage in their vindication. The important busi-
ness before us, must now wholly engage us, nor ought we
to employ our attention upon the past, but the future*
Whatever* has been the ignorance or knowledge, what-
ever the corruption or integrity of the ministry, this bill
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